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PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE
__

It gives me great pleasure to present another great report
about IFOAM - Organics International and the organic
sector. We are the truly wonderful good news story in
a world suffering from numerous social, environmenial
and economic problems.

This report shows how the staff and World Board have
been working hard to fulfill our mission of leading., uniting
and assisting the organic movement in its full diversity.

Organic 3.0 is resonating around the world. People
on every continent are engaged in our process of
developing our new collective vision for the organic
movement. This will be signed off by all of us at our
General Assembly in India in 2017.

2015 was the International Year of the Soils. We have
been actively involved in promoting the importance of
healthy soils, especially by increasing the levels of soll
organic matter.

2015 was also the year of the most important
international climate change meeting in the history
of our planet. IFOAM - Organics International actively
participated in this meeting in Paris. We have been

involved in every meeting since Copenhagen in 2009.

One of the significant events in Paris was the launching
of the *4 per 1000’ initfiative by the French Government.
Just adopting renewable energy and stopping emission
will not stop climate change. The current emissions will
remain in the atmosphere for hundreds of years and will

cause climate change to intensify further. We need to
take these greenhouse gases out of the atmosphere.

The best analogy is: If a boat is sinkihg we have to
do more than just plug the leak — we have to bail out
the water. We can ‘bail out’ the CO? by using plants
to capture it and then recycle it as organic matter in
the soil. Published science shows that scaling up good
practice organic systems will assist in increasing soil
carbon and reversing climate change.

The French Government’s soil scientists have established
that an annual growth rate of 4 parts per thousand of
the agricultural soil carbon stocks would make it possible
o stop the present increase in atmospheric CO?.

The UNFCCC recognizes this initiative by the French
Government as part of the Lima - Paris accord. Over
30 countries, several regions, FAO, IFAD, GEF, CGIAR
and numerous NGOs have signed on. IFOAM - Organics
Infernational is one of the founding signatories of this
important initiative.

Andre Leu

L

PRESIDENT of IFOAM - Organics International



MAP OF ORGANIC AGRICULTURE: RETAIL SALES BY COUNTRY
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Main Tracki

Scientific Track

A series of public discussions

A forum to highlight farmers’
and debates by leaders from

A platform where research
work In organic, especially

Discussions of innovative

the organic movement on
how we can best promote
and implement the organic
agenda. The overarching
theme Is ‘Global Adoption of
Organic Principles for Truly
Sustainable Agriculture.’

For more information, visit: www.owc.ifoam.bio |

regarding innovations used
on thelr farms. Presentations
will be on Seeds &
Biodiversity, Soil Fertility &
Health, Soil Life & Plant Health,
and Ecological Farming
Practices & Systems.

results are presented and
discussed in 20 sessions.
Papers must link to scientific
disciplines such as seil, plant,

ideas for shortening value
chains, for systems that build

trust between actors, for
promising marketing methods
and for organic and fair trade
alliance building. Papers will
deal with emerging trends in

quality assurance and

fair trade.

animal, or economics.

Paper Submission Deadline: November 30th, 2016
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UR
ACTIVITIES
_

FROM MILANO TO GOESAN,
HEADING TOWARDS OUR FUTURE

Small and larger-scale think-tanking marked
much of 2015 with a focus on how we can shape
the future of organic.

Ideas that took shape at the General Assembly in Turkey
were taken Into think spaces to define further action. This
included the development of new positions asmandated
by the membership — e.g. cooperation potential with
likeminded organizations and movements, like Fair
Trade, - as well as a focus on strategic development,
especially In terms of communication, finances, iImpact
building and adding substance to the now widely
discussed concept of Organic 3.0.

Consequently, the many and diverse events with our
involvement were full of new and sometimes surprising
content. Events ranged from more intimate gatherings
like the SOAAN think fank in Bonn or the OFIA Summit
in Korea, to larger events like ‘Celebrating Soil’ in
Amsterdam, the ‘African Organic Conference’ in Lagos,
or the Organic Expo in Goesan (with 1.1 million visitors,
the biggest organic event ever). BIOFACH continues

Regional Conference on Marketing & Innovation in Organic Farming, S. Korea.

its role as the global platform for the organic industry,

fomenting debate and contributing to giving organics
increased visibility. Organics was further brought into
mainstream discussions at events like the *Organic Week’
at Expo Milano 2015 or the COP21 Climate Conference
in Paris.

The formal approval of a communications strategy
in 2015 and
a more marked presence on selected social media.

its translation into action resulted in
And content expertise lead to an extraordinary
demand for our advice by countries to support their
sector development.

Successes in advocacy include references to organics
by UN Secretary Bang Ki Moon, the approved
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) that finally
acknowledges sustainability of agriculture in SDG 2, the
Intfernational Year of Soils yielding recognition of organic
soil management and the revelation of Pope Francis’

endorsement of a green agenda.

2015 saw severdl new large projects moving towards

implementation, all of them in cooperation with
local partners: In East Africa there Is a focus on
organic market development with the support of the
Swedish government; In mountain agro-ecosystems we
empower rural service providers o achieve improved
nutfrition with support from the Swiss government;
And food insecure areas of North Korea benefit from
access to organic knowledge with the support from

the European Union.



THE ORGANIC UMBRELLA

International events offer an opportunity 1o
exchange, think tank and jointly shape the future
of organics.

2015 is marked by a number of events that bring o the
fore topics of momentous importance and gather great
thinkers from our movement - and beyond.

‘The Organic Week’, infegrated info the broader
program of Expo Milano 2015, literally brings organics
into the mainstream: Over three days, 18 prominent
speakers discuss the Importance of solls, how to feed
the planet sustainably and address, under the banner of
Organic 3.0, the importance of re-assessing the premises

that currently rule the organic sector.

The ‘Marketing & Innovation Conference’, together with
the ‘Organic Farming Innovation Award’, is held in
Goesan, South Korea, and takes a look at strategies

e Publication of 7 videos,

e 12,64/ active .bio domai

ames, a +80% growt
ersus 2014

o /84 affiliates from 117 countries;

adopted by organic farming entrepreneurs and

marketeers to ensure long-term competitiveness.
Farming strategies, direct marketing solutions, extension
and education, and systems innovations are the thema-

fic focl addressed by the 28 speakers from 20 countries.

The three-day conference on Organic 3.0, also held in
Goesan, South Koreq, casts a look into the future and
continues the dialogue on the next phase of organic
development. It is reflected on in more detall in the "Our
Impacts’ section of this Annual Report.

Last but not least, an increased emphasis continues o
be placed on digital communication with the launch of
seven videos with themes ranging from GMO discussions,
our participation at the COP21 climate change
negotiations, reasons to go organic, to an infroduction
of some of our members to celebrating organic farmers

as our everyday heroes.

Markus Arbenz, Executive Director, at EXPO MILANO 201



ORGANIC ADVOCACY

2015 was key for the future of humanity: Countries
adopt a new sustainable development agenda
for the next 15 years and a global agreement on
climate change.

The vyear 2015 sees us become co-leader of

the Farmers” Major Group In UN processes on
sustainable development and also be elected by
civil society organizations to be a member of the
Multistakeholder Advisory Committee for the UNEP
10-year

Framework Programme on  Sustainable

Consumption and Production.

We take a firm stand for smallholders worldwide in the
G7 dialogue with civil society and take a delegation
of organic farmers to speak out for organic agriculture
at the COP21 climate negotiations. On the sidelines
of COP21, we sign the ‘4 pour 1000 Initiative which
recognizes the carbon sequestration potential of soils

to battle climate change and the contribution of

-

he organic farming delegation of IFOAM - Organics International at COP21]

e Sustainable agriculture is
adopted as a Sustainable
o [he UN Secretary General’s

countries;

o [FOAM - Organics Internationa
s g membper of the Infernationa
cering Commitftee for ing

Intfernational Year of Solls:
(YS) 2015

organic farming methods to capturing carbon in the
soil. Other signatories include ministers from Australia,

Germany and France.

At the Global Soil Week in Berlin, we highlight cases in
which local communities benefit from sustainable soil
management practices and explain why the actions
of the agro-food industry are massive violations of
Nature’s Rights at the Rights of Nature Tribunal in
Paris. We address organic agriculture and the role of
tfraceabllity as a model for connecting to consumers at
the IFAD AgTalks.

The Global Goals for Sustainable Development are
agreed on. By 2030 they aim to end poverty, combat
climate change as well as fight injustice and inequality.
We highlight how investing in organic agriculture can
address goals on hunger and malnutrition, poverty,
water and unsustainable

use, climate change,

production and consumption.

Last but by no means least, Andre Leu’s book on
the Myths of Safe Pesticides becomes a number 1
bestseller in its category on Amazon. It is presented fo
FAQO staff in Rome and we promote organic agriculture
as a pesticide-free solution for food security, health
and environment protection at the Science Fair of the
UNEP triple COPs.

Advocacy activities are implemented
in collaboration with and with support
from Hivos.

Hivos

people unlimited




ORGCAN]

VALUE CHAIN

PGS - Giyani, South Africd|

sBOrganic Regulation|
oolkiT published
ol 34 PGS initiatives worldwide

7
/]

ol S Training video produced

MOrganic 3.0 booklet published)

slRegulatory advice given 1o 8
ountries

Expertise on organic policies and guarantee
systems serves members, governments and the
roader organic sector.

The Organic Guarantee System (OGS) of IFOAM -
Organics International serves as the global reference
for organic integrity, with organic standards being
assessed and improved as part of the IFOAM Family of
Standards and cerfification bodies demonstrating best
certification practices through the IFOAM Accreditation
Program. We also foster fraud prevention through the
BioC certification database.

Several technical issues raised through membership
motions are worked on, including new plant
breeding fechniques, varieties derived from cell
fusion, and closing nutrient cycles. We further the
development of Organic 3.0, continue lobbying for
improvements of existing regulations, whilst assisting
governments in developing new ones, using our newly
launched Organic Regulation Toolkit.

In 2015, we start looking beyond regulation to policies
that support organic. We initiate a global study to collect
information on such policies and plan to develop a new
Organic Policy Toolkit in 2016.

Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) projects, funded
by FAO and the Asian Development Bank, are under
implementation in Asia and., in that context, we produce
the first global PGS training video. Development of PGS
is supported worldwide, with specific projects under
implementation in the Greater Mekong Sub-region.
A global PGS survey reveals significant increase in the
number of PGS initiatives and of beneficiaries.



ORGAN]

ACADEMY

The Organic Academy continues to focus on its
flagship program, the Organic Leadership Course
(OLC), but increases its scope for cross-pillar
support in capacity development programs in
the organization.

The OLC celebrates its 4th year by concluding the
second edition of the OLC Europe in Nuremberg and
kicking off the third OLC Europe in the Netherlands
with 20 participants. In addition, the OLC Southeast
Asia group graduates in Thailand after sharing their
individual development plans with their peers and other
stakeholders in the Thai sector.

Increasingly, OLC alumni take on leadership positions in
the sector, from contributing at conferences, leading
institutional development and innovation, supporting
local food systems and grassroots movements and by
achieving recognition at academic level.

The Academy is proud fo launch its first OLC program
in Africa, as 22 applicants from across the continent,
are selected for the program to kick off in Tanzania. The
Africa OLC, part of the Sida supported OTEA project, will
play akey role is supporting the institutional development
of countries like Sudan, Burundi, Rwanda, Zimbabwe and
South Africa while strengthening the movements already
active in countries like Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya.

A further development In the Academy s its abllity to
support capacity development programs in  major
projects like NMA and OTEA, by developing customized
curricula and implementing fraining programs based on
the successful model of the OLC.

ol /0 Organic Leadership Course)
OLC) alumni from over 25

countries)

ouihegst Asigd con
successtully in Thailand)

o @ urope launches 3rd
consecuflve program,

SBO| C comes fo Africal

The Organic Agriculture Academy for Extension Agents
enters its second phase in South Korea by training a third
group of extension officers in organic conversion and
extension support. The lessons learnt in this program are
supporting the development of the curriculum for rural
service providers’ training to take place in five countries,
on three confinents and in three languages as part
of the NMA project.

—
R ]
OLC Europe 2015-2016]

OLC Southeast Asia 2014-201



In 2015, we see a shift from “organic for the sake
of organic’ towards using organic solufions to
sustain communities.

The SDC-supported Nutrition in Mountain  Agro-
ecosystems (NMA) project leads the way in extending
organic and agro-ecological solutions to a widening

base of rural service providers, while Organic Trade in

(R -‘ _ : i} : - L
utrition in Mountain Agro-ecosystems Project (Peru,

4 projects running i

0 ogra

olNCreqased project suppor
or Afrlcan movement

East Africa (OTEA) project is not just developing value
chain support, but also assisting African stakeholders to
develop capacity while implementing locally relevant
solutions for frade and policy.

Working on four continents on behalf of eight donors,
IFOAM - Organics International shows an increasing
capacity to implement big-ticket projects. Our strength
remains the ability to network and empower stakeholders
across the value chain, but the focus starts o echo the
development towards new food and farming systems, in
the spirit of the movement’s vision fowards Organic 3.0.

Two projects, supported by the EU Commission, running
back-to-back in the Democratic People’s Republic of
Koreq, speak for our ability to deliver under challenging
circumstances. Our expertise in converting theoretical
concepts into practical solutions helps us support not
only the traditional production-for-tfrade in developing
economies, but also supporting rural service provision
(NMA in five countries and OAAEA in South Korea),
institutional development in Rwanda and Burundi (OTEA),
advocacy and policy support for the African Continent
(Pro Eco Organic Africa and OTEA), cleaner production
systems for bamboo shoot growers and processors
(INBAR) and grassroots farmer support (IFAD-INOFO).

We continue to play an important supporting role
in projects like Bioguard to support research and
development of bioclogical solutions to pest and disease
in the Mediterranean production sphere.

The biggest impact of our projects remains the
empowerment and development of global networks to
assist and lead the movement.
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AQUA
CULTURE

OAM EU Organic Aquaculture
Xpert Group meets 1o discuss

egulatory issues

Xpert Group drafts position pagper
ON NON-Organic juveniles and
uomits it fo The EU Commission;

inalization of Rules of Procedure,

IN@FC

INTER-CONTINENTAL
NETWORK OF
ORGANIC FARMERS
ORGANISATIONS

e European Organic Farmers
roup meets four fimes throughou
The year;

- One of INOFO’s convenors for

urope, Invited by The governor|
of Hunan Province, atfends;

an agricuitural conterence

n Iple]

» Participation of an INOFO!

L

delegation of organic farmers
organizations af the Climate

P AD ding

participation of farmers from the

ations for O

e following convenorships are

ow operational: Latin Americal
& Carlobean, Africa (West, Easst
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IRAM
SEEDS

PLATFORM

o Seeds Plafform created as a Self-
organized Structure in June 2015;

o Several outputs presented to the public

e Recruirment of new mempoers in

order fo sef Ifs future work agendd

IF@:AM

TECHNOLOGY
INNOVATION

PLATFORM

e 3rd Science Day at BIOFACH i
[ 015 in Nuremberg, Germany; !ff?ﬂﬁ,
e di

ummary o iscussion on the;
st Draft of the Research Vision

ummary or The survey on researc

needs presented at Science Day;

» [ aunch IP[ Iwitter account
www.Twitter.com/Tipifoam);

1

(TPl Council meetings,

-

/

1Pi - Science Day 201
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